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Welcome to Mrs. Secoy’s Classes!
Welcome back to Language Arts and Life Science with Mrs. Secoy! I’m so excited to get to explore life science with your child, this year. We will be dissecting frogs, creating an entire civilization of paper pets, and going for an occasional hike on the school’s nature trail. Of course, we’ll continue to explore our reading interests and writing talents, as well. This is also the year that students participate in a formal debate, so it will be a year full of fun, learning, and adventure! Thank you, so much, for letting me be a part of your child’s education. Please feel free to contact me anytime throughout the year. My email address is marias@bath.k12.va.us. 
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My expectations- I have high expectations, because I believe in your child!  
I expect every student to do the following:  

· Be punctual and prepared.

· Follow instructions.

· Abide by all school rules.

· Respect all individuals at MES as you would expect them to respect you.  

Consequences- When procedures/rules are broken a consequence will follow.  

1st consequence= Verbal warning

2nd consequence= Time Out
3rd consequence= Referral to the Principal
Homework – Students are encouraged to ask me or their classmates for help with their homework.
· W.R.A.P. (Independent Reading) – Students must read at least 50 pages every week. They should get into the routine of reading for 10-15 minutes every night at home.
· Word Study Puzzle & Sort – Student will have a word sort and crossword puzzle to complete every OTHER week. The goal is for students to see how words that share parts have similar meanings.  For example, construction and destruction both relate to buildings (structure) but one is putting them together (con) and one is taking them apart (de).  Puzzles and sorts are due on Friday, when we will review them as a class.

· Word Study Sentences and Quiz – The week after students complete their sort and crossword, they must write each word in a complete sentence (with correct spelling, proper capitalization, and punctuation). Sentences will be due on Thursday, and students will take a quiz using the words on Friday.


· Life Science – It is my goal for students to have as limited science homework as possible. They will need to study for tests and quizzes, but should not have regular homework assignments.
Grading – 
10% 
Word Study (homework & Quizzes)



25%
Reading Assignments



25%
Writing Assignments

10%
W.R.A.P. 



30%
Unit Test (1 each quarter)
Quarterly Agenda- On the back of this page, you will find the planned agenda for each quarter for both Language Arts and Life Science. Please be advised that schedules may change based on student progress.
Language Arts Quarterly Agenda:
1st Quarter

· Elements of Nonfiction

· Narrative nonfiction writing 

2nd Quarter

· Research

· Expository and persuasive writing
3rd Quarter

· Fiction 
· Narrative fiction writing
4th Quarter

· Poetry

· Writing poetry
· SOL Preparation 

Life Science Quarterly Agenda:
1st Quarter

· Scientific Method
· Classification

· Cell Structure & Organization 

2nd Quarter

· Heredity & DNA
· Genetic Variation
3rd Quarter

· Ecosystems’ Food & Energy 
· Interactions within an Ecosystem
4th Quarter

· Biomes & Succession
· Human Impact 

 I’m looking forward to a wonderful year!
